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NARRATIVE 


Of the Proceedings at the 
Selltons-houſe 


INTHE 


OLD:BAYLY, 


At a Seflions of Peace there held ; 


Which began on Wedneſday the 23d. of this [n- 
ſtant Awguſ#, and ended on Fryday the 25th, 1676. 


Setting forth the ſeveral 


Facts, Tryals, and Condemnation 
Of ſeventeen perſons ſentenced to Die. 


And feveral other notorious MalefaQors for (c- 
veral Crimes. 


With an Account how many are Burn'd in the Hand, 
to be Tranſported, and to be Whipt. 
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A Narrative of the Proceedings 
at the Seſſions, Ang. 24. 1676. 


Or the ſatisfaFion of the world, and warnin 
of Perſons vitiouſly enclined with variety 
Examples, wherein ill Courſes juſtly are pu- 
niſht with lamentable Ends, we haverhought 

fit to continue this Narrative : The preſent Seſſions 
being no leis remarkable than any that have pre» 
ceded it z but rather pregnant with more notorious 
- Rogueries: And becauſe from the Female Sex 
ſprung all our Woes and. bad Inclinations at firſt, 
we may begin with : 

The Trial of three very young Women, who 


were grown (o couragious in Villany, as to break. © 


open a houſe at 1ſ/ington : one of them had a Mo-. 
ther liv'd there, and carried two of her Cronies 
thither, and about 12 a Clock at Night, they at- 
tempted witha Picklock to: open this Neighbours 
Door; bur not being able to cffeR it, ſhe that was 
acquainted runto her Mothers and got a Key, and 
with that wrinch'd out fome Nails, andtook down 
a Caſement, and ſo got in, whilſt one ſtood ready 
at the Window to recervethe Booty ,- and the other 
wa: very' advantageouſly: poſted in the! Street, to 
give. nocce ro-the Attacquersz if any Alarm/hepned. 
They ſtvle # cenhid-rable quontity:of Linnea and 
Cloaths,, and had dune more: mitichiet,- tad they 
A 2 not 


not been frighted with a noiſe, as if flome body were 
ſtirsing in the Chimberz however tbey got away 
ſofo, but with ſuch unlucky haſte, that they lete 
the Key in the Room, wbich the Woman of the 
houſe next Morning finding, and knowing it tobe 
her Neighbours, whoſe Daughter was noted to be of 
anill repute, ſhe ſeized them upon ſuſpicion 3 and 
they in effe(t confeſſed the Fat before the Juſtice ; 
but the Jury found only tuo Guilty, ſo thar their 
Scout was acquitted. ? | 

The next was a Fellow for ſtealing a Bed, Ryg, 
Blankets, Curtains, ec. Two of them came to a 
publique houſe in Barzet to lodze , ia the night 
having made up the whole furaicure of the B<d in- 
to Bundles, with the Cords tied to the Window, 
-one of them got down into a Back-yard; the other 
flung out the things and followed 3 after they 
had marched two or three Miles towards Lowdown, 
but out of the Road and a little before Sun rifiag, 
a Countrey-man going to work obſerved and (u- 
ſpeted them, and with his Fellow Labourer having 
dogg'd them a pretty way », aſſooa as they per- 
ceived it, they flung down their Bundles, and pre- 
pared to fight, without any provocation, or one 
word ſaid to them: wherenpon the Countryman 
knockt oneof them down with a Peaſe hook, who 
was now tryed and found Guilty z the other fled, 
but left all the Baggage on the place. 

Two young Fellows were arraigned for a Burglary at 
Enfield, that had got their ;Pallage 4g two Sacks upon 
their horſes, and croſſing the Country, were {cen to ride 
through. Hooway by one that knew them to be notori- 
eus'Thievesz who ſuſpeCtiug by the time, being — 

un- 
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San-rifing, and their Bundle, that they had made that 
ſally to force Contribution ' from ſome of their Neigh- 
bours, or in plain Englith, had beea breaking open ſome 
houſe, got a horſe, and foms company purſaiag them, 
took them at 1/imgtomn, They pretended they found the 
Goods 1a the (treet neer Comey 3 but the owner ſwearing 
himſelf. robb'd that very night, and that theſe were ht; 
Goods taken out of his houſe, they were both tonad 
guilty of Burglary. 

A poor Scttch-Seaman was tried for ſpeaking ſome 
moſt wicked and deteſtable words of our Soveraign 
Lord the King ; and that he the faid Priſoner Did not 
care if the whole Nation were damn'd and deſtroyed. 
The words were fully proved by a Gentlemen of Qua- 
lity, to whom they were ſpoken, and by two others pre: 
ſent-z but it alſo appearing that at the time of ſpeaking 
the Priſoner was extraordinary drunk, for he had juſt be- 
fore been taken up like one dead in the ſtreets neer B;/- 
linſgate by ſome that knew him, and laid in a Boat to car» 
ry him to Graveſend, he belonging to a ſhip outward 


. bound-for. Guinny - and theſe. Gentlemen coming .iato | 


the ſame Boat, and, it ſeems, diſturbing him before he 
was well awake, or had recovered his ſenſes, by. aſking 
him whether his Majeſty's Barge were gone by, he, in 
that inſenſible condition, uttered the words ; wherefore 
becauſe both the next day and now at. the Bar he decla- 
red his ſorrow for, and abhorrence of. ſuch wicked Ex- 
preſſions, and ſhewed how. he had for. divers years, ac- 
cording to his capacity, faithfully ſerved his Majeſty, 
and with tears implored the favour of the Bench, gy 
the Jury .could not bur .briag him in guilty of. ſpe 

ing the words, ,yet the Court' were pleaſed onely to | 
Fide him. . 
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And *certainly-this one Example might warn and deter A'\ 
all reaſonable perſons from'this odious fin of Drunken. || yerh! 
neſs, which makes men a& and ſay things they never ima- || wiſe 


gined, & frequently brings their lives into ſuch imminent | geali 
danger, as in this Caſe, wherein nothing but extraordi- | found 
nary mercy could ſave the unhappy Criminal. her, | 
A Gentleman was indifted for a Highway-man, and || the 
the perſon who pretended himſelf robbd, ſwore it very || Indid 
poſitively, That the Priſoner and three more ſuch a day || fter $ 
on a Common beyond Brerdford, took tretn him twenty | drew 
four ſhillings ; but the Proſecutor having never leavied | edt 
any Hue and Cry, nor declared ſuch his being robb'd for | to de 
above a twelvemonth, till the Priſoner afterwards being | New 
made a ſpecial Baliff, did arreſt him- for a juſt Debt due A 
to the ſaid Priſoner's Mother; at which time, as appeared | ble | 
by ſeveral credible perſons, the Proſecutor declared he roge! 
knew not, nor had ever feerr the Pfiſoner in his life: | ; 
And when he then made it appear by circumſtances that ngr 
there had been dealings between: them about twelve || agity 
years before, the Proſecutor then-replied; 7 59% 4c Mr. || theo 
C. you are ſrangery altered; T have not ſeen you muny Bk 
years 3 and yet five weeks aſter he ſeizes the Priſoner, | oude 
and charges him with robbing, him, -as aforeſaid, in No« 
vember was twelvemonths, but failed before the Juſtice at m; 
in aſſigning the day, ſometimes ſaying it was ona SatwR gate 
day, and ſometimes on a Txeſday + All which being-ex- | with 
traordinary ſymptomgof Malice, and the Priſoner being houl 
a perſon of known Reputation, the Jury brought him in of vi 
not guilty ; wha thereupon prayed a- Copy of his In+ diſp« 
dictment , which the. Court readily granted z and no who 
doubt ot it, but-he will teach the Profecntor' to be more 
wary of charging people with Felony, by a ſweeping 
. 1101 Drs uit againſt him, 


A 


— —— 
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A' wottian was indided/for a Burglary and ficaling ſe- 
veral Goods 4- bits thik Irnididementſhe- would! in a0; 
wiſe plead : Sh& wds:difted for atiother Faoty, in 
ſtealing Clothes' an Ale-houſe; but for that ſhe was 
found riot guilty ;| bur another -woman arraigaed with 
her, convicted, and burat: in: the hand for it. However 


the ſaid woman ſtanding bbſtmarely: mute# to- her firlt* 


Indictment; notwithſtanding' all the pertwations;of Ma- 
ſter Sheriff,and the Ordinary tepteſenring to; her thatſhe 
drew her blobd upon her own head, the Court was: for- 
ced'to thattertible-Judgtment; thar ſhe fhould be prefſed 
to dearfy 3 and #eobtrdungly(fe was carried forthivith ©o 
Newgate in offer t6TehPxevitom? ii! 7 1 721 

A young mah was tried fotiſteuling a very conſidera» 
ble parcel of wearing AppareF: He arid/:andther camb 
rogether tq drink in an Ale-houle _ _- m__ _— 
1 ethinps wow if queſtion, which omoperions tiere 
akigoore of, td == 7010147 0" in. 
z0ittg abviit to/ 4pptchead them; one of them: got away; 
Ne cther ng A atined aadibloms io che fatd i2 
But of all the Erawplerofianproved! poutriult ins 
pudence, wemuſt admire that of one John Evans, mldidf 
feeming not to be above Fifteen or Sixteen years of age 
at moſt; he has been three times in the Colledge of New- 
gate, once already burnt in the hand, and now charged 
with ſeveral Indightnetts ,)/partiuldrly for robbing a 
houſe in St. Mertins-lane;and ſtealing a great quantity 
of very rich; wearing Apparel : He was taken going to 
diſpoſe of part of it, by the Beadle of Covent-garder, 
who knew him well enough to ſuſpett him : he had ſeve- 
ral pieces of Gold about him, when apprehended 3 and 
amongſt divers other things,a ſilver and gold Bowl, and 
a Crucifix of Gold.. After he was convicted the Court 
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was very importunate with him'to declateto whom thoſe. 
things belonged, or where he had them, bat could get 
no other anſwer, but he found them, &-c,, : ' . -' 

A young Wench was likewiſe convicted: for a Felony 
for ſtealing four pounds. She going to viſit one, of her 
aſſociate Rognes, a Priſoner in- Bridewel, made ſhift to 
ſteal a filver Cup; which was taken with hes. -; She: had 
beet often concerned mi[fuch; things, jiand burat..in the 
hand before, but would take no waruing, and therefore 
was now condemned to che... 

«Two perſons were accuſed for Rabbi ogmreey 

onuhe Road coming from O#ſords but he got very 
confident or poſitive:iti: his teſtimpay, and the porting 
making it appear where they! were at the lame zene, 
ay were Ns, 09 in not guilty; - ? , 


There were in all ſetentenn penlort enadenangs Ws 
cites men and fout. wotnen'to-be bang'd, gnd-oneyo- 
man to be preſsd to death ; 'fix burat 1n_the 3- four 
allow'd the favour. of Tranſportation 3 for petty. Laroe: 
_ five WOmen: and! thre Bones 561 be 
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